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wap D-04 Mikaeri Falls

Nature & Scenery

Kyushu is blessed with an abundance and vatiety of natural
features to attract visitors through every season. For example,
magnificent snow-capped mountains, natural hot springs

surrounded by fresh green forests and beautiful beaches where

L C e P o
c SpOftS mn sumimer. Hiraodai is one of the most well-known karst The Hydrangea Festival is held hete in June, when

plateaus in Japan, and offers fascinating views of the beauty of the falls is enhanced by 40,000 hydran-
limestone and underground caverns. gea flowers.
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we can enjoy

Hiraodai

Mikaeri Falls

Kuju Mountain Range

Takachihe Gorge

The mountains are beautifully adorned with pink Kikuchi Valley, surrounded by beautiful seasonal
Miyama-Kirishima flowers during the early summer, natural features, has many well-designed walking
and vivid reds and yellow trees in the autumn, trails suitable for all ages.
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The origins of many Jap

traced to Kyushu. Yet, despite treasuring its numerous home

grown traditions, Kyushu has always tried to take on new

things as a gateway to international cultures. By embracing

this diversity, it has managed to forge its own unique culture

and history.

Arita

Hashima Island ———s

(Gunkanjima)

Tsujunkyo Bridge

Chiran Samurai Residences

‘This museum was established as Japan’s 4th national
museum, and its Cultural Exchange Exhibition
Room mainly displays the history of the exchanges
between Japan and other Asian countries.

wae C-07 Hashima Island (Nagasaki)

Hashima Island, also known as Gunkanjima
(Battleship Island), once prospered from coal-mining
and gained worldwide attention as a model for a
setting in the 007 movie Skyfall.

This beautiful town of traditional streets is known as

Kyushu National Museum

Usuki Stone Buddhas

This is Japan’s largest stone-arch aqueduct bridge,
where visitors can witness a dynamic discharge of
water with tranquil countryside as a backdrop. (No
discharge in winter).

wwp E-12 Chiran Samurai Residences (Kagoshima)

“Satsuma’s Kyoto.” Samurai residences from the Edo
Period still remain here.
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interest, including traditional festivals and lively events for the passio

people. There are also dozens of places to enjoy seasonal flowers, such as cherry

blossoms and cosmos.

wee F-10  Kirishima Geo Park (Kagoshima,Miyazalki)

The Kirishima Mountain Range has over 20 volca-
noes, including the highest peak on Mt. Karakuni,
and a number of crater lakes, including Onami-no-
ike Pond. It was designated as a Japan Geo Park in
2010,

from early April till early May.

Carp streamers are strategically placed on the down-
stream side of the Kanjin Bridge, Kase River, and
swim effortlessly in the sky. This traditional symbol
of the growth of children is set up annually between
late March and early May.

wee D-06 Miyama-Kirishima at Unzen Nita Pass (Nagasaki)
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Nita Pass, the tourist mecca of Unzen, is covered with

Ohara Festival

These double-layered falls are 40 meters wide with a
drop of 20 meters. In summer, some people enjoy
playing on the natural water slide on the gently slop-
ing rocks.

This park has a collection of flowets and rare species

Hakata Gion Yamakasa Festival
Kawakamikyo Gorge

2016 Saga Hot Air Balloon
World Championship

Nita Pass

Kawachi Fujien
‘Wisteria Garden

Ryumon Falls

e — Higotai Park

B Aso Fire Festival

- ®&—— Hyuga Hyottoko
] Summer Festival

Horikiri Pass, an excellent vantage point for survey-
ing the beautiful coastline, is further enhanced by the
sight of poinsettias, which bloom from mid October
to mid November.

There are two tunnels of 80m and 220m with 22 e Amplonship js organized b
types of wisteria. The beautiful blossoms attract 10,000 glorious pink Miyama-Kirishima, or Rhodo- of wild plants native to Aso, such as Higotai, or Echi- e an Sports Federation o ont y The
attention from around the world. The flowers bloom dendron kiusianum, in mid May. nops setifer, which bloom in summer. Fields of ot 00n pilots from m, S vt er{br hot
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Average precipitation

"The data indicates monthly average temperature and average precipitation in each prefecture in Kyushu(based on the data for January - December 2011, provided by the Japan Meteorological Agency)

Aso Fire Festival

g

Tenryo Hita Doll Festival

Nagasaki Lantern Festival
(Nagasaki):
In this festival, held from late
January to early February, the
town is decorated with approxi-
mately 15,000 lanterns and large
illuminated objects.

(Kumamoto):
This fire festival, including a
series of fire-themed events, is
held from mid February to May
to pray for good harvests.

Tenryo Hita Doll Festival
(Oita):
Traditional hina dolls are
displayed at various spots
around the city, including
former noted residences and
museums, from mid February to
March.

Hakata Gion Yamakasa Festi- Hyuga Hyottoko Summer

val (Fukuoka):
Two of the special features of
this festival are the lavishly
decorated floats and the
spectacular “Oiyama” race on
the final day. Held from the 1st
to the 15th of July.

Ohara Festival(Kagoshima):

Festival (Miyazaki):
Dancers wearing comical masks ~ Over 20,000 dancers take part in
parade around in a lively festive  this festival. It is held on the
atmosphere during this joyful = second and the third of Novem-
event. Held on the first Saturday  ber every year.

in August.



As Kyushu is blessed with an abundance of natural produce from 01:}:1 the
ocean and mountains, it can offer distinctive local tastes with fresh ingredients.

It also has a variety of unique dishes, influenced and developed through
contact with other countries.

Boiled Tofu at Ureshino Hot Spring (Saga):

This tofu boiled in hot spring water is this resort’s specialty.

A combination of nutritious tofu and spring water is good for your
health. This water is good to drink and great for digestion.

Sasebo Burger (Nagasaki):
A hamburger based on a U.S.
Navy tecipe adjusted to suit the

Japanese palate. Yobuko Squid (Saga):

Yobuko is well known for its fresh
squid, but there are actually different

species according to the season.._
Tkizukuri, the preparation of
sashimi made from live squid, is a
great way to eat and enjoy fresh
squid. Squid is also extremely tasty
when cooked, such as in tempura
dishes.

Shippoku Cuisine (Nagasaki):
This is the ultimate Nagasaki cuisine with origins dating

back over 400 years, from China. It was further

developed to become a Nagasaki original with additions

of Portuguese, Dutch and Japanese styles, In this dining

experience, you receive an array of dishes laid outon a

round red table, including soup, sashimi, Nagasaki-style

temputa, braised pork and other seasonal specialties. Avisin Steniberrios
Hakata Ramen

Yobuko Squid

Boiled Tofu at
Ureshino Onsen Hot Spring

Steamed Dishes
from “Hell”

Seki-Horse mackerel,

Sasebo Burger A
Seld-Mackerel

Shippoku Cuisine M

Shichijo Melon

Dago Soup Chicken Nanban

Satsuma Black Pork
and Black Beef

Shirokuma

Dago Soup (Kumamoto): Shichijo Melon (Kumamoto):

Kumamoto is one of the areas that can boast an original Shichijo Melon is cultivated under strict '
Dago Soup, which is traditional local cuisine of the quality control, in Mother Nature, nourished ‘
Kyushu Region. This soup typically contains thinly sliced by the river waters that flow from the outer

pork and root vegetables, such as burdock, carrots and rim of volcanic Mt. Aso. The sweetness level < 1 .
taro, as well as flat dumplings made from kneaded flour. of this extraotdinary fruit is qualified by g -
The soup is seasoned with miso and has been long refractometer. i M \}

cherished by the locals for its simple yet subtle taste.

ice dessert with fruits like

milk.

© and Black Beef (Kagoshima):
Kagoshima is well known for its
livestock farming, and has the largest
number of pigs and cows in Japan.
Black pork is especially popular for its
tender texture and deep flavor. Black
beef also satisfies the tastes of many
connoisseurs due to the quality of the
meat and well-balanced marbling;

|

Chicken Nanban (Miyazaki):

Chicken nanban is a popular dish nationwide,
but has its origins in Miyazaki. It is made with
crunchy and crispy deep-fried young Miyazaki
chicken, dipped in an exquisite sweet and sour
sauce, and grcssr:d with tartar sauce.

Seki-Horse mackerel, Seki-Mackerel (Oita):

Saganoseki ate well-known all over Japan. They
are caught using a traditional fishing method
(caught individually by fishing rod) and taken to
market under strict conditions to maintain their
freshness and superior taste.

Shirokuma (Kagoshima):
Shirokuma, meaning Polar Bear,
is Kagoshima’s original shaved

banana and cherry piled on top
and covered with condensed

Hakata Ippudo
| “Shiromaru Motoaji”

Hakata Ramen (Fukuoka):

This pork soup and thin noodle
combination is popular all over Japan.
You can taste the authentic Hakata
Ramen at popular restaurants and Amaou Strawberries (Fukuoka):
street stalls. The Amaou Strawberries is a variety
produced in Fukuoka, Large and red
on the outside and perfectly sweet an
tart inside. Amaou is popular in both
Japanese and Asian markets.

ackerel caught in the rough waters of

Steamed Dishes from “Hell” (Oita):
Beppu is known for its hot sptings with
“hell” like features. Fresh vegetables and
seafood cooked using hot spring steam
acquire a profound taste due to the flavors 2

and nutrition provided by the properties |
found in hot spring water. £

Miyazaki Beef (Miyazaki):

Miyazaki Prefecture is one of the top black beef producers in Japan.
The brand name “Miyazaki Beef” is given only to selected meat that
meets strict criteria, including tenderness, taste, and color. Its rich and
profound taste has garnered it a high reputation both in Japan and
overseas.



Hot Springs

wae H-04 1]

In terms of numbers of hot springs and output of
thermal water, Beppu proudly ranks first in Japan, A
wide range of different spring-water types and natu-
ral settings make for highly individualized bathing
experiences.

sen.Hot Spring,‘“l&im@ fi
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Yamaga Onsen has a Kimono salon whete visitors
can rent a kimono. Weating a kimono and strolling
through the old streets of Yamaga Town will create a
wonderful holiday memory.

wap E

One of the most unique hot spa experiences in the
world, visitors lie on the beach wearing a simple, light
cotton kimeno and are then buried under hot spring
warmed sand.

pE-11 |Sakurajima Yopan Nagisa Parkand Foot Spa (Kagoshima)

Beppu Onsen
Hot Springs
Nagayu Onsen
Hot Springs
Kurokawa Onsen
Hot Springs
Yamaga Onsen
Hot Springs

Unzen Onsen
Hot Springs

Sakurajima Yogan
Nagisa Park

Ibusuku
Natural Sand Bath
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These are said to be the only waterwheels that are actually
used for irrigation, and at present, they are operated from
June ta October, The noise they make is reminiscent of a
steam engine.

MAPE 07 Amakusw (Kumamoto)

Foar i

Niji-no :\htv.uba.ra is a pine torest nppmx 1 km w1de 5km
long, steetching in the shape of a rainhow along Karatsu
Bay. It is one of the largest pine forests in the country and
designated as a National Special Place of Scenic Beauty, It
has a long and distinguished history with the first tree
believed to have been planted during the 17th century.

mapE-05 [Yanagawa “Kawakodari® Boat Tous (Fukuoka)

" This one-haur boat ride involves taking “Donko’ boats up

Amakusa is a collection of the islands surrounded by beau-
tiful deep blue sea, and is popular for the drive along its
breathtaking coastline and dolphin watching tours, There
is a great variery of seafood on offer here, and itis also
famous for it’s history of Japanese Christianity.

*See “Amakusa” in Day 3 shown at the bottom of Model Route 2
tor other information regarding Amakusa.

Aso/Mt. Naka

The huge caldera is 24km across from south to
north and 18km across east to west. The steam-
ing crater is 4km in circumference. Inside the
caldera, there are five craters: Mt. Neko, Mt.
Taka, Mt. Naka, Mt. Eboshi and Mt. Kishima. Mt.
Naka remains active and currently gives off
white smoke. Mt. Naka, is 600m in diameter,
130m deep and 4km in circumference. The sight
of this active giant crater makes you realize the
magnificence of Aso. Visitors cannot get close to
the crater during periods of eruption.

and down the many Horiwari canals that run throughout
Yanagawa City. In the winter, you can still enjoy a boat ride
sitting under a kotatsu, a blanket covered table that is
heated underside.

war D-09 | Cranes of lzumi (Kagoshirma)
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Over 10,000 eranes migrate to lzumi to spend the winter |

from mid Ocrober to March every year. It is believed that
the 1zumi Plain is the only place whete this many cranes
stay 5o close to human dwellings. Visitors are able to
observe these elegant birds from the Crane Ohservation
Center located here.

ward-10 Yalarshina Island (Kagoshimay®

Appm‘ul:natcl\ 20 of the island s forest and registered as |

a World Natural Hleritage site. At the center of the island is
the oldest Yaku-sugi (crvpromeria tree) still growing wild
at over 7,000 years old. Visitors can enjoy canoeing and
water climbing in the rivers here, as well as other popular
marine sports.
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This shrine is very popular as it enshrines the god of study.
For this reason, it draws large crowds of pu)plc during the
annual examination season. The grounds here offera
vatiety of seasonal favorites, mdud_mv 6,000 plum trees.

warF -08° Abi'Asa Shrine (Kumamato,
s R —
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This shimL was cstablished in 806 and has long been
worshipped at as the guardian of the Kuma region. The
structures within this shrine are designated as National
Treasutes due to their unique features, including steep
thatched roofs, black lacquered buildings, and colorful
decorative sculptures and designs.

Thn is LhL GrE ind only “sandwich st castle town in

TJapan, and is so named because samurai lived on the north

and south hillsides while merchants lived between these two
areas, The town still exhibits the atmosphere of that time,
with prominent features I:ucing the samurai residences, as
well as some merchant businesses that have long continued
since the Edo or Meiji Petiod.

wapE-06 Samutai §

Samurai tesidences and streets from the Edo Petiod still

remain in thisarea. A waterway runs down the center of

these streets to provide water for domestic nse, Visitors are
able to enter these residences and see how samurai used to
live.

Surviving stone walls and samurai residences in this castle
town generate an excellent image of the Japan of the past. On
the site of the main castle enclosure is a wood called the Grove
of Solace with eryptomeria cedars-some of them 140 vears old.
The place 15 celebrated forits flowering chetry trees as well.

wmarE-11 ' Shoko Shuseikan Museum (Kagoshima)

This museum, including the former steam-driven machin-
ety facrory, was founded by Shimazu Narial
the Satsuma Clan. It exhibits items to the Shimazu family,
such as the oldest daguerreotype photo (replica) taken by a
Japanese, and traditional handicrafts like Satsuma Kiriko
elassware.

anala Eus Terminal .
{akats B ~Fukuoka Airport

-

ra, the lord of
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Map C-05 | Hiuis Ten Bosch (Nagasali) map H-11  Sun Messe Nichinan (Miyazaki)

|@ Hils Tan Bl}schm 15536 %
This theme park is modeled on the streets of rhe Nethecl:mda \X u:h perm.mw_:n Frnm Eaatcr lql:md, Stone M: i statues stand
The flowers of each season are delightful and there are events  along the coase, making it a popular place for tourists.
and attractions throughout the year.

IMPC- 04 :Arm Pottery Expesignce (S

s

_MAP[;"_US Hizen Yume Kaido (Saga)

On entering the park, visitors time- shp to thc ancient Visitors can experience first hand, pottery making at a kila in
perlud of ninjas. There are Ninja shows and visitors can  Arita Town. The course includes making your own piece of
experience ninja training. pottery on a wheel and painting it. The staffwill teach you the
‘ basic skills to make ceramics.

wap A-01 Marinoa City Fukuoka (Fulkuoka)

This is the only outlet shopping mall in Kyushu. Tt One of the large-scale outlet shopping malls in Kyushu is
icontains both domestic and international brands in a located within 30 minutes drive from downtown Fukuoka.
‘-t'ashionnble facility, designed with southern Californian A line up of about 170 stores selling fashion and various
;ambiance. items can be found here.

| mar E ” Tmmnnkan(liagos]‘um 1)
B i

'Tcnmunk an Street is thc largest shopping arcade in suuthf This shoppmg arcacie is thc shopping center t)F Mwazakl
‘Lrn Kyushu. The name "Tanonl-.an or hall of City, and accommodates a wide selection of restaurants
jastronomy, is derived from the existence of an observatory and shops. A market is held here on the fourth Saturday of
ibuilt there during the 19th century. This arcade includes each month (fifth Saturday only in October) to offer fresh
llocal faod restaurants, souvenir shops and boutiques. ingredients delivered direetly from farmers.
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maeF-06 Kumamoto Castle (Kumamoto)

Kumamoto
Kumamoto Castle is one of the top
three castles in Japan, and is situated
in the center of the city. In 2007, to
celebrate 400 years since its construc-
tion, the castle was restored and
visitors can see the inside and outside
of the elaborate structure. Located
close to the castle is Suizenji Park, a
Japanese style garden.

Higo Zogan:

Higo Zogan is an inlaying technique, in
which delicate gold or silver patterns are
inserted into an iron base. It originated
in the design of sword guards on the
personal weapons of the Lord of the Higo
Clan during the Edo Period, and has been
maintained ever since as a Kumamoto
special craft technique,

b map F-06
Suizenji Park
(Kumamoto)

Aso
The size of the grass field here is the
widest in Japan with 22,000ha. The
area is a member of Gloval Geoparks
Network. Visitors to this beautiful
area can enjoy horse riding etc.

Kagoshima
The symbol of Kagoshima is
the erupting Mt. Sakurajima.
Thete are approximately 270
springs in the city supply-
ing numerous hot springs {4
visitors can enjoy.

G

Satsuma Kiriko:
This glassware was first developed
during the 19th century, and
features delicate cutting and
distinctive colots,

Ibusuki

Ibusuki is famous for hot spring
water-infused beach sand. Mt.
Kaimon is a similar shape to Mt. Fuji
and is known as Satsumafuji to locals.
Satsuma is the old name for the area.
The largest lake in Kyushu is Tkeda
Lake and the surrounding area is
home to delightful flowers each
season.

MaAP F-—1D Kiti

Kirishima

Kirishima Shrine has a rich history
since it was built in the 6th century.
Visitors take the cedar lined path to
reach the splendid vermillion-
lacquered building which has been
designated an Important Cultural
Property of Japan. There are hot
springs in the area around Kirishima
Shrine.

4mapF-10
Kirishima Shrine (Kagoshima)

Ebino

The Ebino plateau is a treasure chest

of natural beauty. In spring, the area is
% known for beautiful pink Kyushu
Azaleas and in autumn, we can see the
Ebino Plateau  vivid, enchanting orange and red
colored leaves. Ebino plateau, which is
attractive all year round, also has
popular hiking courses.
Fukuoka Airport | I Kagoshima Airport
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Kashima

Yutoku Inari Shrine is the shrine of
the guardian of food, shelter and
clothing, where many people come to
pray. The main hall and Kagura Hall
are decorated in vibrant colors.

Uteshino

The hot springs of Ureshino are well-
known to make the skin feel and look
beautiful. What’s more Tofu
made in the water from local
springs with its smooth taste, -
makes the local Tofu Hot Pota
famous dish. And Ureshino Tea
has an established reputation for
delicious taste and fragrance.

Ureshino Tea

Sasebo

The Kujukushima Islands are the
center of the Sasebo’s tourist spots.
More than 200 islands are dotted
along the coastline in the beautiful
sea. The area can be enjoyed from a
pirate ship style sightseeing cruiser, sea
kayak or yacht.

Nagasaki

During the Edo Period, Nagasalki was
the busiest trading port in Japan. The
influence from the Netherlands and
China created a unique culture in the
city. Duting winter, the city holds the
Nagasaki Lantern Festival. It was
started to celebrate the Chinese New
Year and has grown to become a
winter attraction in its own right.

Amakusa

Along the Amakusa coastline some
200 wild dolphins live in the sea. Dol-
phin watching can be enjoyed year
round.

*See “Amakusa” shown at the upper
part of the “more about Nature &
Scenery” for more details.

Minamiaso

Every minute, 60 tons of spring water
gushes out of the Shirakawa Suigen
Spring located in Minamiaso, in the
south area of Mt. Aso. There are cafes
and shops near Shirakawa Suigen
Spring, which use the spring water in
their teas and coffees.

Yufuin

Yufuin is an outstanding hot spring
atea in Japan. There is a wide variety
of accommodation available in all
price ranges. Horse drawn carriage
touts are available to tour around the
calm the rural area in style.

Sake:

Shops on the Yunotsubo
Kaido Road in Yufuin
provide local sake and
shochu in Kyushu.
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4Sea Food:
Restaurants in Amakusa have

fresh, wonderful seafood. Takac. (Stay)

M iya‘Stay)

| Renta-Car | ~3 2
Mojiko
The Mojiko Retro atea has many west-
oan ] ern style buildings built from the end
E% of the 19th century to the beginning
120min of the 20th century. Art galleries, busi-
Nioiiko nesses, and restaurants fill the build-
ings.
o]

A famous delicacy in Mojiko, which is
made by putting curry and cheese over
the rice and baking it in the oven.

4wrG-01
Baked Curry

Usuki

The Usuki Stone Buddhas are a
collection of stone sculptures
in the local rocky mountains. |
The statues were selected as
National Treasures of Japan.
With more than 60 statues, the
collection is one of Japan’s best, in
terms of the number and the quality
of the sculptures.

| Hyuga Donburi
(Seafood Hice Bowl)

wmapJ-05
Saiki Sushi

Saiki

Saiki has abundant fresh food from
the nearby sea and mountains. Local
dishes including Saiki Sushi and
Bungo-don can be found in the many
restaurants of this gourmet town.

Bungo Futamigaura:

It is known as the married couple rock
as two big rocks are tied together with
a shimenawa rope.

Takachiho

Tt is said that Takachiho is the stage of
Japanese mythology. Even now, an all
night long dance dedicated to god is
performed every winter. And every
night of the year“Dance Number
4”can be watched at Takachiho
Shrine.

Hyuganatsu Orange:
One of Miyazaki’s most
famous fruits is the
delicious Hyuganatsu
orange.
Hyuga
The Sea of Cruz appears to
be in the shape of a cross
when seen from above. Tt is
said that those who come here
will have their wishes come true.

In the south, the charming, old town
of Mimitsu is definitely worth seeing.

b e 1-08
Sea of Cross (Miyazaki)

mar H-09' Phoenix Seagaia Resort (Miyazaki)

Miyazaki

The Seagaia area has many attractions
including resort hotels, golf courses,
spas and zoo. To the south is the
Aoshima coast area which is famous
for the Aoshima Shrine of love, and
marine sports. Miyazaki has many

great surfing beaches. ity

Aoshima Shrine (Miyazakd)

Nanjakora Daifulcu (Miyazaki):

Daifuku is a Japanese sweet that consists of a
small round mochi (sticky rice cake), usually
stuffed with sweet adzuki bean paste. This
Daifuku contains a chestnut, strawberry and
cheese covered with bean paste. ;

[ Rent-a-Car |
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